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Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 


Established  April  15,  1904  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  Carnegie 
Hero  Fund  Commission  was  created  to  recognize  outstanding  acts 
of  selfless  heroism  performed  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Recognition  in  all  acts  considered  worthy  by  the  Commission 
consists  of  a  medal.  It  may  also  include,  in  acts  in  which  disabling 
injuries  are  sustained  by  the  rescuer,  a  supplemental  continuing 
grant;  in  acts  in  which  the  rescuer  loses  his  life,  financial  assistance 
for  the  surviving  dependents;  and  in  acts  in  which  no  disablement 
is  sustained,  grants  for  education  or  other  worthy  purposes  in  the 
lives  of  the  rescuers. 

Recommendations  for  awards  may  be  made  by  an  individual 
having  knowledge  of  such  outstanding  acts  of  bravery,  and  should 
be  sent  directly  to  the  Commission.  Awards  are  open  to  all  citizens 
and  visitors  of  the  two  countries  under  regulations  presented  in 
detail  on  subsequent  pages  of  this  report. 

Each  recommended  act  is  investigated  as  to  fact  and  degree  of 
risk  involved  and  is  evaluated  by  the  Commission  on  the  basis  of 
results  of  the  investigation. 

Please  address  inquiries  to: 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
Oliver  Building 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  15222 
Telephone:  412-281-1302 


/  do  not  expect  to  stimulate  or  create  heroism  by  this  fund, 
knowing  well  that  heroic  action  is  impulsive;  but  I  do  believe  that, 
if  the  hero  is  injured  in  his  bold  attempt  to  serve  or  save  his  fellows, 
he  and  those  dependent  upon  him  should  not  suffer  pecuniarily . 

— Andrew  Carnegie 
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The  Carnegie  Medal 

(Actual  Size) 


OBVERSE 


REVERSE 


The  Carnegie  Medal  is  awarded  to  one  who,  at  the  risk  of  his 
own  life,  saves  or  attempts  to  save  the  life  of  another  person. 

Mr.  Carnegie’s  embossed  profile  dominates  the  front  of  the 
medal.  On  the  reverse  side  in  low  relief  are  shown  the 
geographical  outlines  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  the  coun¬ 
tries  to  which  the  Fund  applies.  In  higher  relief  the  seals  of  these 
countries  are  shown,  with  the  United  States  below  the  inscription 
plate,  and  Canada  and  Newfoundland  at  the  top  left  and  right  of 
it,  respectively. 

Relief  work  surrounding  the  inscription  plate  reveals  a  sprig  of 
laurel  underneath  and  sprigs  of  ivy,  oak,  and  thistle  at  the  top. 
Laurel  typifies  glory;  ivy,  friendship;  oak,  strength;  and  thistle, 
persistency.  Encircling  the  relief  work  is  a  quotation  from  the 
New  Testament  (John  XV,  13):  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends. 


Requirements  for  a  Carnegie  Medal 

There  must  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  performing 
the  act  voluntarily  risked  his  own  life  to  an  extraordinary  degree 
in  saving  or  attempting  to  save  the  life  of  another  person,  or 
voluntarily  sacrificed  himself  in  a  heroic  manner  for  the  benefit 
of  others. 

The  act  of  rescue  must  be  one  in  which  no  full  measure  of 
responsibility  exists  between  the  rescuer  and  the  rescued. 

The  act  must  have  been  performed  in  the  United  States, 
Canada  or  the  waters  thereof  and  must  be  brought  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Commission  within  two  years  of  the  date  of  the  rescue. 

Awards 

A  medal  is  presented  to  the  person  performing  the  act  or,  in 
case  of  death,  to  the  widow,  widower,  or  the  next  of  kin. 

When  a  rescuer  loses  his  life  in  performance  of  an  act, 
contributions  may  be  made  toward  the  livelihood  of  the  widow 
until  she  remarries;  and  contributions  may  also  be  made  toward 
the  support  and  education  of  the  deceased  rescuer’s  children. 

If  the  rescuer  is  disabled  in  the  performance  of  the  act,  periodic 
contributions  may  be  made  to  his  livelihood. 

If  the  rescuer  be  uninjured,  a  monetary  grant  may  nevertheless 
be  made,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 

The  benefits  to  be  paid  and  the  manner  of  payment  are 
determined  by  the  Commission  after  consideration  of  the 
circumstances  of  each  awardee.  Continuing  benefits  are  paid 
only  if  there  is  clear  need  for  such  assistance  and  only  if  such 
benefits  are  soberly  and  properly  used  and  the  recipients  remain 
respectable  members  of  their  communities. 

Persons  Not  Eligible  for  Awards 

Persons  whose  duties  in  following  their  regular  vocations 
require  them  to  perform  such  acts. 

Members  of  the  same  family,  except  in  cases  of  outstanding 
heroism  where  the  rescuer  loses  his  life  or  is  severely  injured. 

Members  of  the  Armed  Services. 

Children  considered  by  the  Commission  to  be  too  young  to 
comprehend  the  risks  involved. 


Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 


DEED  OF  TRUST 

To  the  Hero  Fund  Commission: 

GENTLEMEN: — We  live  in  an  heroic  age.  Not  seldom  are  we 
thrilled  by  deeds  of  heroism  where  men  or  women  are  injured  or 
lose  their  lives  in  attempting  to  preserve  or  rescue  their  fellows; 
such  the  heroes  of  civilization.  The  heroes  of  barbarism  maimed 
or  killed  theirs. 

I  have  long  felt  that  the  heroes  and  those  dependent  upon  them 
should  be  freed  from  pecuniary  cares  resulting  from  their 
heroism,  and,  as  a  fund  for  this  purpose,  I  have  transferred  to  the 
Commission  five  million  dollars  of  First  Collateral  Five  Per  Cent. 
Bonds  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  the  proceeds  to  be 
used  as  follows: 

First.  To  place  those  following  peaceful  vocations,  who  have 
been  injured  in  heroic  effort  to  save  human  life,  in  somewhat 
better  positions  pecuniarily  than  before,  until  again  able  to  work. 
In  case  of  death,  the  widow  and  children,  or  other  dependents,  to 
be  provided  for  until  she  remarries,  and  the  children  until  they 
reach  a  self-supporting  age.  For  exceptional  children  exceptional 
grants  may  be  made  for  exceptional  education.  Grants  of  sums  of 
money  may  also  be  made  to  heroes  or  heroines  as  the  Commission 
thinks  advisable — each  case  to  be  judged  on  its  merits. 

Second.  No  grant  is  to  be  continued  unless  it  be  soberly  and 
properly  used,  and  the  recipients  remain  respectable,  well- 
behaved  members  of  the  community,  but  the  heroes  and  heroines 
are  to  be  given  a  fair  trial,  no  matter  what  their  antecedents. 
Heroes  deserve  pardon  and  a  fresh  start. 

Third.  A  medal  shall  be  given  to  the  hero,  or  widow,  or  next  of 
kin,  which  shall  recite  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorates,  that 
descendants  may  know  and  be  proud  of  their  descent.  The  medal 
shall  be  given  for  the  heroic  act,  even  if  the  doer  be  uninjured, 
and  also  a  sum  of  money,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift 
desirable. 

Fourth.  Many  cities  provide  pensions  for  policemen,  firemen, 
teachers,  and  others,  and  some  may  give  rewards  for  acts  of 
heroism.  All  these  and  other  facts  the  Commission  will  take  into 


account  and  act  accordingly  in  making  grants.  Nothing  could  be 
further  from  my  intention  than  to  deaden  or  interfere  with  these 
most  creditable  provisions,  doubly  precious  as  showing  public 
and  municipal  appreciation  of  faithful  and  heroic  service.  I  ask 
from  the  Commission  most  careful  guard  against  this  danger.  The 
medal  can,  of  course,  be  offered  in  such  cases.  Whether 
something  more  can  not  judiciously  be  done,  at  the  request  of,  or 
with  the  approval  of,  the  city  authorities,  the  Commission  shall 
determine.  I  hope  there  can  be. 

Fifth.  The  claims  upon  the  Fund  for  some  years  can  not 
exhaust  it.  After  years,  however,  pensioners  will  become 
numerous.  Should  the  Commission  find,  after  allowing  liberally 
for  this,  that  a  surplus  will  remain,  it  has  power  to  make  grants  in 
case  of  accidents  (preferably  where  a  hero  has  appeared)  to  those 
injured.  The  action  taken  in  the  recent  Harwick  Mine  accident, 
where  Heroes  Taylor  and  Lyle  lost  their  lives,  is  an  illustration. 
The  community  first  raised  a  fund  of  forty  thousand  dollars, 
which  was  duplicated  by  me  after  waiting  until  the  generosity  of 
the  community  had  full  scope.  Here  again  the  Commission  should 
be  exceedingly  careful,  as  in  this  case,  not  to  deaden,  but  to 
stimulate  employers  or  communities  to  do  their  part,  for  such 
action  benefits  givers  themselves  as  well  as  recipients. 

Sixth.  It  seems  probable  that  cities  and  employers  on  this  con¬ 
tinent  will  ultimately  be  placed  under  similar  conditions  to  those 
of  Britain,  Germany,  and  other  European  States,  and  required  to 
provide  against  accidents  to  employees.  Therefore,  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  may  devote  any  surplus  that  accrues 
beyond  providing  for  heroes  and  their  dependents  (which  provi¬ 
sion  must  never  be  abandoned)  to  such  other  modes  of  benefiting 
those  in  want,  chiefly  caused  through  no  fault  of  their  own  (such 
as  drunkenness,  laziness,  crimes,  etc.)  but  through  exceptional 
circumstances,  in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  the  Commis¬ 
sion  thinks  advisable  and  likely  to  do  more  good  than  if  such  sums 
were  given  to  those  injured  by  accident,  where  the  latter  may  be 
suitably  provided  for  by  law,  or  otherwise. 

Seventh.  The  field  embraced  by  the  Fund  is  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  Colony  of  New¬ 
foundland,  and  the  waters  thereof.  The  sea  is  the  scene  of  many 
heroic  acts.  No  action  more  heroic  than  that  of  doctors  and  nurses 
volunteering  their  services  in  the  case  of  epidemics.  Railroad 
employees  are  remarkable  for  heroism.  All  these  and  similar  cases 
are  embraced.  Whenever  heroism  is  displayed  by  man  or  woman 
in  saving  human  life,  the  Fund  applies. 


Eighth.  No  personal  liability  will  attach  to  members  for  any 
act  of  the  Commission.  The  Commission  has  power  to  fill 
vacancies. 

Ninth.  The  Commission  has  full  power  to  sell,  invest,  or 
reinvest  all  funds;  to  employ  all  officials,  including  Secretary, 
traveling  agents  to  visit  and  oversee  beneficiaries,  etc.,  and  to 
fix  their  compensation.  Members  of  the  Commission  shall  be 
reimbursed  all  expenses  incurred,  including  traveling  expenses 
attending  meetings.  The  President  shall  be  granted  such 
honoraria  as  the  Commission  thinks  proper  and  as  he  can  be 
prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

Tenth.  An  annual  report,  including  a  detailed  statement  of 
sums  and  medals  granted  and  the  reasons  therefor,  shall  be  made 
each  year  and  published  in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  principal 
cities  of  the  countries  embraced  by  the  Fund.  A  finely  executed 
roll  of  the  heroes  and  heroines  shall  be  kept  displayed  in  the  office 
at  Pittsburgh. 


(Signed)  Andrew  Carnegie. 

WITNESS 

Louise  Whitfield  Carnegie. 


New  York,  March  12th,  1904. 


Heroic  Acts  Recognized  During  1982 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  George  Lee  Abbott,  who  died  after  saving  Timothy  Sampson 
from  drowning,  Lake  Havasu  City,  Arizona,  October  10,  1981.  While  swimming  in  the 
Colorado  River,  Timothy,  10,  panicked  and  struggled  with  a  companion.  Abbott,  31, 
painter,  entered  the  water  and  swam  25  feet  to  Timothy.  A  struggle  ensued.  After  being 
submerged  briefly,  Abbott  held  Timothy  out  of  the  water,  then  was  submerged  again. 
Abbott’s  wife  took  Timothy  to  safety.  She  then  located  her  husband  and  took  him  to  the 
bank,  but  he  could  not  be  revived.  He  died  eight  days  later.  657 4 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Don  Rey  Alonso,  who  saved  Samir  J.  Foteh  from  burning, 
Houston,  Texas,  March  21,  1980.  When  the  small  airplane  he  was  aboard  crashed  into  a 
hangar  following  takeoff  and  burst  into  flames  at  William  P.  Hobby  Airport,  Foteh,  24, 
was  injured  but  crawled  to  the  rear  passenger  door  and  pushed  it  open.  Alonso,  35,  cor¬ 
porate  pilot,  ran  to  the  burning  aircraft,  and,  despite  40-foot-high  flames  less  than  10  feet 
away,  reached  inside  and  pulled  Foteh  out,  dragging  him  clear  of  the  wreckage.  Foteh 
recovered  from  his  injuries  after  a  lengthy  hospital  stay  but  suffers  permanent  disability 
in  his  legs.  6650 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Curtis  O.  Arnold,  who  died  attempting  to  help  save  Quinton 
L.  Heath  from  drowning,  Detroit,  Michigan,  July  5,  1981.  A  van  containing  Quinton,  6, 
rolled  into  the  Detroit  River  and  began  to  submerge.  On  shore  in  the  area  were  Arnold, 
17,  student,  and  his  brother.  On  seeing  the  accident,  Arnold  removed  his  shoes,  ran  into 
the  river,  and  began  swimming  with  his  brother  toward  the  van,  which  was  about  15  feet 
from  shore.  Near  the  van,  they  submerged.  Both  drowned.  Their  bodies,  and  Quinton’s, 
were  later  recovered.  6607 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Rodney  V.  Arnold,  who  died  attempting  to  help  save 
Quinton  L.  Heath  from  drowning,  Detroit,  Michigan,  July  5,  1981.  A  van  containing 
Quinton,  6,  rolled  into  the  Detroit  River  and  began  to  submerge.  On  shore  in  the  area 
were  Arnold,  18,  student,  and  his  brother.  On  seeing  the  accident,  Arnold  removed  his 
shoes,  ran  into  the  river,  and  began  swimming  toward  the  van,  which  was  about  15  feet 
from  shore.  His  brother  followed.  Near  the  van,  they  submerged.  Both  drowned.  Their 
bodies,  and  Quinton’s,  were  later  recovered.  6606 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Henry  A.  Avila,  who  helped  to  save  Gregory  H.  Marmolejo 
from  burning,  Los  Angeles,  California,  December  29,  1980.  Marmolejo,  65,  lay  uncon¬ 
scious  in  his  automobile,  the  engine  compartment  of  which  was  aflame.  Avila,  24, 
welder,  partially  entered  the  auto,  in  which  heat  and  smoke  had  built  up,  to  assist 
another  man  in  moving  Marmolejo  to  the  door  of  the  auto.  A  third  man  arrived;  the  three 
then  removed  Marmolejo  shortly  before  the  vehicle  was  completely  engulfed  in  flames. 
Marmolejo  recovered  from  his  injuries.  6597 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Michael  R.  Baeckmann,  who  saved  Christina  M.  and 
Victoria  R.  Arostegui  from  burning,  Phelps,  Wisconsin,  January  8,  1982.  Christina,  2, 
and  Victoria,  one  month  old,  were  asleep  in  a  basement  bedroom  of  a  frame  house  when 
fire  broke  out  near  the  room.  Michael,  13,  schoolboy,  also  asleep  in  the  house,  was 
awakened  by  fire  and  attempted  to  call  the  fire  department,  but  he  was  driven  back  by 
heat  and  smoke.  Despite  an  outside  temperature  of  minus  35  degrees  and  clad  only  in 
undershorts,  Michael  ran  from  the  house  with  his  infant  brother  to  his  grandmother's 
house  next  door,  where  he  instructed  her  to  call  the  fire  department.  With  strong  winds 
creating  a  wind  chill  estimated  to  be  minus  80  degrees,  Michael,  barefoot,  returned  to  the 
house  but  found  the  door  blocked  by  flames.  Breaking  a  window  to  the  basement 
bedroom,  Michael  climbed  into  the  room,  which  was  then  burning,  and  lifted  Christina 
and  Victoria  through  the  window.  He  then  climbed  through  the  window  and  ran  with 
the  girls  back  to  his  grandmother’s  house.  All  were  hospitalized;  the  girls  recovered  from 
smoke  inhalation;  and  Michael  from  smoke  inhalation,  cuts  on  his  hands  and  feet,  and 
frostbite.  6634 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Michael  Earl  Ballou,  who  helped  to  rescue  Harold  F.  Senke 
from  burning,  Elbridge,  New  York,  April  29,  1981.  Senke,  49,  was  the  driver  of  a  truck 
that  overturned  and  caught  fire.  Ballou,  22,  auto  body  repairman,  and  another  man  ran 
to  the  truck,  and  despite  rapidly  increasing  flames,  kicked  at  the  windshield  until  it 
became  dislodged.  Ballou  and  the  other  man  discarded  the  windshield  and  reached  inside 
for  Senke  as  flames  started  to  spread  into  the  cab.  They  removed  him  from  the  truck 
moments  before  the  entire  vehicle  was  engulfed  in  flames.  Senke  recovered  from  the 
burns  he  had  sustained.  6618 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Michael  C.  Beck,  who  saved  Maria  Navarro  and  Gina  L. 
Grady  from  drowning,  Chicopee,  Massachusetts,  March  10,  1982.  Maria,  14,  and  Gina, 
13,  plunged  through  thin  ice  into  10  feet  of  water  while  walking  across  Roberts  Pond. 
Alerted  by  a  friend  of  the  girls,  Beck,  20,  supermarket  department  manager,  ran  to  the 
pond.  Breaking  a  path  through  the  ice  with  his  feet  and  arms,  Beck  waded  and  swam  30 
feet  to  the  girls  and  brought  Maria  to  shore.  Returning  along  the  same  path,  he  swam  and 
waded  to  shore  with  Gina.  Both  girls  recovered  from  exposure.  6635 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  F.  Javier  Berumen,  who  helped  to  save  Gregory  H. 
Marmolejo  from  burning,  Los  Angeles,  California,  December  29,  1980.  Marmolejo,  65, 
lay  unconscious  in  his  automobile,  the  engine  compartment  of  which  was  aflame. 
Berumen,  18,  high  school  student,  went  to  the  door  of  the  auto,  in  which  heat  and  smoke 
had  built  up,  and  assisted  two  other  men  in  removing  Marmolejo  shortly  before  the 
vehicle  was  engulfed  in  flames.  Marmolejo  recovered  from  his  injuries.  6598 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Carl  J.  Bolt,  who  rescued  Lyle  D.  Motok  from  burning, 
Houston,  Texas,  March  1,  1982.  Motok,  21,  was  trapped  in  the  cab  of  his  tow  truck, 
which  overturned  and  burst  into  flames  following  a  highway  accident.  Bolt,  55,  truck 
driver,  ran  to  the  burning  tow  truck  and  twice  reached  inside  for  Motok,  the  second  time 
pulling  him  through  the  broken  windshield.  Motok  was  aflame;  Bolt  rolled  him  on  the 
pavement  and  tore  off  his  clothing  to  extinguish  the  flames.  Motok  died  10  days  later 
from  his  burns.  Bolt  sustained  minor  burns  and  recovered.  6653 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  William  T.  Boulding,  who  saved  Maria-Teresa  Curciarello 
and  Lucy  F.  Francella  from  being  struck  by  a  moving  vehicle.  North  York,  Ontario, 
December  10,  1981.  As  Boulding,  67,  school  crossing  guard,  stood  in  a  pedestrian 
crossing  on  Sheppard  Avenue  West,  Maria-Teresa,  9,  and  Lucy,  7,  began  to  cross  the 
street.  An  automobile  traveling  at  about  40  m.p.h.  failed  to  stop  in  time  and  veered 
toward  Boulding  and  the  girls.  Boulding  pushed  the  girls  away,  but  he  was  struck  by  the 
auto  and  knocked  down.  He  recovered  after  hospitalization.  6620 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Gerald  R.  Boyer,  who  helped  to  save  Willis  Jackson  and 
Virgil  R.  Savoy  from  burning,  Houston,  Texas,  March  21,  1980.  When  the  small  airplane 
they  were  aboard  crashed  into  a  hangar  following  takeoff  and  burst  into  flames  at 
William  P.  Hobby  Airport,  Jackson,  31,  and  Savoy,  46,  sat  doubled  over  and  unconscious 
in  their  seats  near  the  airplane’s  rear  passenger  door.  Boyer,  35,  corporate  pilot,  ran  to 
the  airplane  and  helped  another  man  pull  Jackson  a  safe  distance  from  the  wreckage. 
Boyer  returned  to  the  airplane,  which  was  quickly  being  consumed  by  40-foot-high 
flames.  Despite  the  flames,  he  reached  into  the  plane  through  its  opened  passenger  door 
and,  with  some  difficulty,  unfastened  Savoy’s  seat  belt.  Boyer  and  the  other  man  then 
removed  Savoy  from  the  airplane  and  dragged  him  away.  Jackson  recovered  from  his 
injuries  after  hospitalization,  but  Savoy  died  a  short  time  after  he  was  freed.  6652 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  William  Craig  Brisbane,  who  rescued  Annika  E.  Backlund 
from  burning,  San  Francisco,  California,  December  29,  1980.  Miss  Backlund,  23,  was 
trapped  on  an  eighth-floor  balcony  of  an  apartment  building  after  being  forced  there  by 
fire  in  a  neighboring  apartment.  Brisbane,  32,  transit  operator,  saw  her,  and  from 
ground  level,  climbed  the  face  of  the  building  to  the  balcony  below  Miss  Backlund.  As 
flames  and  smoke  issued  from  the  adjoining  apartment,  Brisbane  stood  on  the  balcony’s 
railing,  reached  up,  and  guided  Miss  Backlund  down  to  him.  He  then  led  her  to  safety’ 
through  the  seventh-floor  apartment.  Both  were  taken  to  a  hospital  and  recovered  from 
minor  injuries  and  smoke  inhalation.  6589 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  John  J.  Brosnan,  who  saved  Edward  Lengel  and  attempted 
to  save  Samuel  Greenberg  from  burning,  Hicksville,  New  York,  May  21,  1981.  Lengel, 
53,  and  Greenberg,  54,  were  in  the  cab  of  a  truck  that  crashed  into  a  utility  pole.  The  col¬ 
lision  caused  fire  to  break  out  in  the  truck’s  engine  compartment,  and  it  also  dislodged  a 
7,620-volt  power  line,  which  fell  onto  the  truck  and  charged  it.  Brosnan,  27,  foreman, 
ran  to  the  driver’s  door  of  the  truck  and  opened  it,  receiving  a  shock  in  the  process.  He 
pulled  Lengel  from  the  cab.  Unable  to  reach  Greenberg,  he  ran  to  the  passenger  door 
where  he  received  further  electrical  charges  that  knocked  him  to  the  ground  unconscious. 
Greenberg  was  later  removed;  all  three  men  were  hospitalized.  6590 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Lewis  Herbert  Chase,  who  rescued  Moses  G.  Adams  from 
burning,  Bakersfield,  California,  May  22,  1981.  Following  an  accident  with  a  train, 
Adams,  36,  was  unconscious  in  his  pickup  truck,  pinned  to  his  seat  amidst  flames.  Chase, 
50,  railroad  conductor,  ran  to  the  truck  and  three  times  entered  it  in  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  free  Adams.  Despite  increasing  flames  and  intense  heat.  Chase  entered  the 
truck  again,  freed  Adams,  and  pulled  him  from  it.  Adams  was  hospitalized  for  his  burns; 
Chase  sustained  minor  burns.  Both  men  recovered.  6592 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  F.  Chrystal,  Jr.,  who  helped  to  rescue  Iris  M.  and 
Maria  L.  Morales  from  burning,  Matawan,  New  Jersey,  October  25,  1981.  Following  an 
accident,  Mrs.  Morales,  34,  was  pinned  in  the  back-seat  area  of  a  burning  automobile,  in 
which  her  daughter,  Maria,  17,  was  unconscious  in  the  passenger  seat.  Despite  flames  10 
feet  high  covering  the  front  portion  of  the  auto,  Chrystal,  19,  band  sound  man,  and  a 
companion  ran  to  the  driver’s  side,  where  two  men  were  attempting  to  remove  Mrs. 
Morales.  Chrystal  seized  Mrs.  Morales,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  three  others,  pulled 
her  from  the  auto  and  carried  her  away.  Despite  increasing  flames  in  the  interior  of  the 
auto,  Chrystal  ran  to  the  passenger  side,  and  with  two  of  the  others,  removed  Maria,  who 
was  aflame.  Mrs.  Morales  recovered  from  her  burns;  Maria  died  a  week  after  the 
accident.  6662 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Wayne  L.  Chudomelka,  who  died  while  attempting  to  save 
Elsie  J.  Stenvall  from  drowning,  Tekamuh,  Nebraska,  July  9,  1982.  Miss  Stenvall,  31, 
was  fishing  in  the  Missouri  River  when  she  slipped  while  wading  near  the  bank,  fell,  and 
was  carried  away  by  the  swift  current.  She  called  for  help.  Fishing  nearby,  Chudomelka, 
31,  welder,  heard  her  screams,  entered  the  river,  and  swam  15  feet  to  Miss  Stenvall.  A 
struggle  ensued,  during  which  both  submerged;  Miss  Stenvall  drifted  away.  Chudomelka 
swam  20  feet  more  to  reach  her,  and  again  they  struggled  and  submerged.  Miss  Stenvall 
surfaced  and  floated  downstream,  unconscious..  Chudomelka  surfaced,  called  for  help, 
and  submerged  again.  Both  drowned.  6654 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Edward  Werner  Couch,  who  attempted  to  rescue  Robert  L. 
Owen  from  burning,  Columbia  City,  Indiana,  June  18,  1981.  After  his  tractor-trailer  rig 
crashed  into  the  rear  of  another  rig,  Owen,  30,  sat  pinned  in  the  cab  which  was  burning. 
Edward,  16,  high  school  student,  climbed  onto  the  driver’s  side  of  the  cab  and,  standing 
on  a  fuel  tank,  tried  to  free  Owen  by  reaching  into  the  cab.  He  was  assisted  in  the  attempt 
by  the  operator  of  the  other  rig,  who  pulled  Edward  away  from  the  cab  moments  before 
the  fuel  tank  exploded  and  engulfed  the  cab  in  flames.  Edward  was  treated  for  minor 
burns.  Owen  died.  6621 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Michael  C.  Couch,  who  attempted  to  rescue  Robert  L. 
Owen  from  burning,  Columbia  City,  Indiana,  June  18,  1981.  After  a  highway  accident, 
Owen,  30,  sat  pinned  inside  the  burning  cab  of  his  tractor-trailer  rig.  Michael,  16,  high 
school  student,  tried  to  scale  the  driver’s  side  of  the  cab  to  reach  Owen  but  was  forced 
away  by  heat.  Climbing  onto  the  passenger  side,  he  stood  above  the  fuel  tank  and  reached 
inside  the  cab  to  try  to  free  Owen.  Moments  before  the  fuel  tank  exploded,  engulfing  the 
cab  in  flames,  Michael  jumped  from  the  cab.  Owen  died.  6623 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Elroy  Cowley,  who  helped  to  rescue  Wesley  E.  Schroeder 
from  burning,  Portland,  Oregon,  May  17,  1980.  Schroeder,  29,  was  asleep  when  fire 
spread  through  his  house.  Another  man  had  attempted  to  remove  him  but  was  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  The  other  man  alerted  Cowley,  58,  postal  employee;  Cowley  entered  the  house 
through  a  back  room  but  breathed  smoke  and  was  forced  to  leave.  Cowley  and  the  other 
man  then  crawled  through  the  smoke-filled  room,  and  despite  increasing  flames  and 
smoke,  freed  Schroeder,  who  was  lying  unconscious  under  debris,  and  carried  him  from 
the  house.  Schroeder  was  hospitalized  with  extensive  burns.  6578 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Edward  Allen  Davis,  who  helped  to  save  Jack  West  and 
Ronald  Hanson  from  burning,  Ducor,  California,  December  3,  1980.  West,  28,  and 
Hanson,  33,  were  passengers  in  a  pickup  truck  that  caught  fire  after  an  accident.  Davis, 
39,  plant  manager,  approached  the  truck  as  flames  fed  under  it,  along  its  right  side,  and 
inside  its  cab,  and  helped  another  man  remove  West.  As  flames  increased,  Davis  and  the 
other  man  returned  to  the  truck  and  entered  it  to  remove  Hanson.  Davis  recovered  from 
burns  he  sustained  in  the  rescue.  6594 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Joseph  Johnson  Davis,  who  rescued  Charles  A.  Miller  from 
burning,  Brantley,  Alabama,  March  4,  1981.  Following  an  accident,  Miller,  30,  lay 
semi-conscious  across  the  front  seat  of  an  automobile.  Fueled  by  a  broken  fuel  line,  flames 
covered  the  underside  of  the  auto.  Davis,  59,  retired  police  officer,  ran  to  the  auto,  and 
despite  having  a  heart  condition  that  severely  restricted  his  activities,  opened  the  driver  s 
door  and  with  great  difficulty  pulled  Miller  from  the  auto.  Miller  recovered  from  serious 
injuries  within  two  months.  6624 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Loren  R.  Davis,  who  rescued  Daris  L.  Honse  from  drowning, 
Bloomsburg,  Pennsylvania,  May  10,  1981.  Daris,  17,  was  wading  and  floating  in  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  River  when  its  current  carried  her  into  deep  water.  She  panicked  and  called  for 
help.  Davis,  40,  textile  worker,  swam  250  feet  to  her,  and  a  struggle  ensued,  during 
which  they  were  carried  150  feet  downstream.  As  Daris  was  losing  consciousness,  Davis 
was  able  to  swim  with  her  back  to  wadable  water,  where  they  were  assisted  by  others. 
Daris  was  hospitalized  and  recovered.  6636 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Gary  Frank  Day,  who  saved  Homer  Hopson  and  John  P. 
Beeman  and  helped  to  save  Jack  West  and  Ronald  Hanson  from  burning,  Ducor,  Califor¬ 
nia,  December  3,  1980.  Hopson,  55,  Beeman,  28,  West,  28,  and  Hanson,  33,  were 
passengers  in  a  pickup  truck  that  caught  fire  after  an  accident.  Day,  24,  construction 
foreman,  had  been  in  the  truck  but  escaped  from  it.  He  returned  to  the  truck  as  flames  fed 
under  it,  along  its  right  side,  and  inside  its  cab,  and  removed  Hopson  and  Beeman.  Aided 
by  another  man,  he  removed  West.  As  flames  increased,  Day  and  the  other  man  entered 
the  truck  to  remove  Hanson.  Day  recovered  from  burns  he  sustained  in  the  rescue  6593 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Danny  W.  Daye,  who  helped  to  save  Robert  D.  Dunmall 
from  burning,  Pocahontas,  Alberta,  May  23,  1981.  Following  an  accident,  Dunmall,  28, 
was  unconscious  and  pinned  in  the  front-seat  area  of  his  automobile,  which  was  aflame. 
Daye,  33,  miner,  helped  another  man  open  the  driver’s  door,  leaned  inside  the  auto,  and, 
with  the  aid  of  the  other  man,  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  free  Dunmall.  Despite  heat, 
smoke,  and  increasing  flames  under  the  hood  of  the  auto,  Daye  again  leaned  into  the  auto 
as  the  other  man  assisted  from  the  rear-seat  area.  Again  they  were  unsuccessful.  A  third 
time  they  tried;  they  were  able  to  free  Dunmall  shortly  before  the  auto  was  completely 
engulfed  in  flames.  Dunmall  recovered  from  his  injuries.  6665 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Timothy  Alan  Donated,  who  saved  Helen  C.  Kline  from 
drowning,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  October  13,  1981.  When  the  automobile  of  Mrs.  Kline, 
58,  left  the  roadway  and  submerged  in  Lake  Phalen  30  feet  from  the  bank,  where  the 
water  was  18  feet  deep,  Donated,  27,  fire  fighter,  swam  toward  the  auto,  submerged, 
and  located  it.  After  surfacing  for  air  and  calling  for  help,  he  dived  again,  partially 
entered  the  auto,  and  surfaced  again  after  not  being  able  to  find  Mrs.  Kline.  Despite  the 
cold  water,  he  dived  a  third  time,  partially  entered  the  auto  again,  and  found  Mrs.  Kline, 
who  was  unconscious.  After  removing  her  from  the  auto,  he  surfaced  with  her.  Another 
man  took  her  to  the  bank,  where  Donated  assisted  in  reviving  her.  She  recovered.  6655 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Larry  Dunaway,  who  rescued  Mark  J.  Steele  from  suffoca¬ 
tion,  Geneva,  Ohio,  November  8,  1981.  Mark,  3,  lay  on  the  floor  in  a  second-story 
bedroom  that  was  filled  with  thick,  dark  smoke  as  a  result  of  fire  that  was  spreading 
through  the  apartment  where  he  lived  with  his  parents.  Dunaway,  20,  nurseryman, 
climbed  a  ladder  to  the  window  in  the  bedroom,  and  breaking  through  several  layers  of 
glass  and  screen  with  his  hands,  entered  the  building.  He  crawled  through  the  smoke  and 
located  Mark,  whom  he  carried  back  to  the  window.  Dunaway  exited  the  house  with 
Mark  and  handed  him  to  a  friend,  who  took  Mark  safely  to  the  ground.  Dunaway  and 
Mark  were  both  treated  for  smoke  inhalation  and  completely  recovered.  6608 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Louise  J.  Elliot,  who  saved  Walter  P.  Pruden  from  being 
struck  by  a  train.  Coronation,  Alberta,  September  2,  1981.  Pruden,  92,  stood  on  a 
railroad  track  as  a  train  approached.  Mrs.  Elliot,  36,  nurses  aide,  ran  150  feet  to  the 
track,  where  she  stepped  between  the  rails,  seized  Pruden  by  the  arm,  and  pulled  him 
away.  The  locomotive  passed  within  a  few  feet  as  they  stumbled  away.  6656 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  John  F.  Erjavec,  who  attempted  to  save  Thomas  R.  Gaul 
from  being  struck  by  a  moving  vehicle,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  June  13,  1981.  Gaul,  63,  and 
Erjavec,  63,  security  guards,  were  working  at  a  church  parking  lot  when  an  auto  entered 
the  lot  at  high  speed.  Stolen  moments  earlier,  the  auto  was  being  pursued  by  police.  Gaul 
walked  toward  the  oncoming  auto,  signalling  it  to  stop;  instead,  the  driver  increased  its 
speed  and  headed  directly  toward  Gaul.  Erjavec  ran  to  Gaul  and  pulled  him  partially  out 
of  the  auto’s  path,  but  Gaul  was  struck  and  pinned  against  another  auto.  Gaul’s  leg  had 
to  be  amputated,  and  other  serious  injuries  resulted  in  a  lengthy  hospital  stay.  Erjavec 
recovered  from  minor  injuries.  6637 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  W.  Evans  II,  who  rescued  Jennifer  L.  Hurley,  helped 
to  rescue  Jacob  R.  Hurley,  and  attempted  to  rescue  Linda  L.  Hurley  from  exposure, 
Idanha,  Oregon,  February  19,  1981.  Mrs.  Hurley,  33,  and  her  children,  Jennifer,  6,  and 
Jacob,  3,  were  stranded  atop  an  automobile  partially  submerged  in  the  cold,  fast-flowing 
North  Santiam  River.  Using  a  hose  that  had  been  tied  to  the  automobile  and  secured  at 
the  bank,  Evans,  37,  teacher,  waded  to  the  automobile  and  carried  Jennifer  back  to  the 
bank.  After  helping  another  man  rescue  Jacob,  Evans  returned  to  the  automobile  and 
attempted  to  carry  Mrs.  Hurley  back  to  the  bank.  Due  to  the  effects  of  the  cold,  rushing 
water,  he  could  not  render  assistance.  A  third  man  entered  the  water  and  took  Mrs. 
Hurley  to  the  bank.  6604 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Jeffrey  Alan  Fenn,  who  rescued  Theresa  G.  Saldana  from  an 
armed  assailant.  West  Hollywood,  California,  March  15,  1982.  Miss  Saldana  27,  was 
being  stabbed  by  an  assailant  on  the  street  outside  her  home.  Fenn,  26,  salesman,  was 
alerted  by  her  screams  and  ran  to  her.  He  removed  the  man  from  her  and,  after  a  scuffle, 
knocked  him  to  the  ground.  Taking  the  knife  from  the  assailant,  Fenn  restrained  him 
until  police  arrived.  Miss  Saldana  recovered  from  her  wounds.  6657 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Rocco  Luigi  Fiore,  who  rescued  Adriene  A.  Richardson  from 
assault,  Anaheim,  California,  December  17,  1980.  Miss  Richardson,  18,  was  attacked  by 
an  assailant  in  a  dimly-lit  parking  lot.  Fiore,  42,  florist,  ran  to  her,  lifted  the  man  from 
her,  and,  after  a  scuffle,  knocked  him  to  the  ground.  Another  assailant  appeared  and 
fought  with  Fiore,  stabbing  him.  The  assailants  fled.  Miss  Richardson  and  Fiore 
recovered  from  their  wounds.  6595 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Donna  E.  Fluno,  who  helped  to  save  David  Anderson  and 
William  W.  Vroman  from  drowning,  Felts  Mills,  New  York,  June  25,  1980.  When 
David,  12,  called  for  help  after  being  caught  in  an  undercurrent  of  the  Black  River, 
William,  12,  swam  to  him  but  could  not  make  any  progress  to  the  bank  with  him.  Mrs. 
Fluno,  32,  practical  nurse,  swam  25  feet  to  David  and  William  and  moved  them  10  feet 
toward  the  bank  before  she  tired.  All  three  were  rescued  separately  by  additional  help 
that  had  arrived.  6633 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  John  P.  Freund,  who  saved  Thomas  F.  Kelley  from 
drowning,  East  Sandwich,  Massachusetts,  October  3,  1981.  Kelley,  43,  was  on  board  a 
boat  that  was  capsized  by  high  seas  in  Cape  Cod  Bay.  With  a  seat  cushion  for  support,  he 
was  adrift  for  four  hours  before  being  spotted  900  feet  off  shore  by  Freund,  33, 
stockbroker.  Using  a  small  air  mattress,  Freund  made  his  way  through  the  rough  surf  and 
swam  to  Kelley,  who  was  almost  unconscious.  Unable  to  swim  to  shore  with  Kelley,  who 
outweighed  him,  Freund  supported  Kelley  in  the  57-degree  water  until  they  were  picked 
up  by  a  Coast  Guard  boat  an  hour  later.  Both  recovered  from  hypothermia.  6625 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Gale  L.  Galloway,  who  helped  to  save  Willis  Jackson  and 
Virgil  R.  Savoy  from  burning,  Houston,  Texas,  March  21,  1980.  When  the  small  airplane 
they  were  aboard  crashed  into  a  hangar  following  takeoff  and  burst  into  flames  at 
William  P.  Hobby  Airport,  Jackson,  31,  and  Savoy,  46,  sat  doubled  over  and  unconscious 
in  their  seats  near  the  airplane’s  rear  passenger  door.  Galloway,  50,  corporation 
chairman,  ran  to  the  airplane,  reached  through  the  opened  passenger  door,  and  pulled 
Jackson  from  his  seat.  After  another  man  helped  him  drag  Jackson  clear  of  the  wreckage, 
Galloway  returned  to  the  airplane,  which  was  quickly  being  consumed  by  40-foot-high 
flames.  Despite  the  flames,  he  helped  the  other  man  pull  Savoy  out  of  the  airplane  and 
drag  him  away.  Jackson  recovered  from  his  injuries  after  hospitalization,  but  Savoy  died 
a  short  time  after  he  was  freed.  6651 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Deborah  Booker  Gloston,  who  saved  Gabriel  J.  Cantu  and 
Robert  and  Yesenia  Garcia  from  being  struck  by  a  runaway  vehicle,  Galveston,  Texas, 
December  2,  1980.  Following  an  accident  at  the  intersection  of  Market  and  Sixteenth 
streets,  an  automobile  veered  toward  the  corner  where  Mrs.  Gloston,  31,  school  crossing 
guard,  stood  with  Gabriel,  6,  Robert,  6,  and  Yesenia,  7,  to  escort  them  across  the 
intersection.  As  the  automobile  headed  toward  them,  Mrs.  Gloston  pushed  the  children 
from  its  path  and  was  struck  and  knocked  down,  unconscious.  She  required  extensive 
hospitalization  for  a  severe  head  injury.  6609 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Gregory  R.  Gonzalez,  Jr.,  who  helped  to  save  Gregory  H. 
Marmolejo  from  burning,  Los  Angeles,  California,  December  29,  1980.  Marmolejo,  65, 
lay  unconscious  in  his  automobile,  the  engine  compartment  of  which  was  aflame. 
Gonzalez,  26,  truck  driver,  entered  the  auto,  in  which  heat  and  smoke  had  built  up,  and 
partially  removed  Marmolejo  as  flames  began  to  enter  the  auto’s  interior.  Gonzalez  was 
then  aided  by  two  men  in  removing  Marmolejo  shortly  before  the  vehicle  was  completely 
engulfed  in  flames.  Marmolejo  recovered  from  his  injuries.  6596 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Ronald  William  Green,  who  helped  to  rescue  Harold  F. 
Senke  from  burning,  Elbridge,  New  York,  April  29,  1981.  Senke,  49,  was  the  driver  of  a 
truck  that  overturned  and  caught  fire.  Green,  27,  body  shop  manager,  and  another  man 
ran  to  the  truck,  and  despite  rapidly  increasing  flames,  kicked  at  the  windshield  until  it 
became  dislodged.  Green  and  the  other  man  discarded  the  windshield  and  reached  inside 
for  Senke  as  flames  started  to  spread  into  the  cab.  They  removed  him  from  the  truck 
moments  before  the  entire  vehicle  was  engulfed  in  flames.  Senke  received  minor  burns 
but  recovered.  6619 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Donald  Robert  Grover,  who  helped  to  save  Annie  P. 
Crenshaw  from  drowning,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  October  11,  1980.  After  her 
automobile  had  been  run  off  a  highway  and  into  the  middle  of  a  deep  pond,  Miss 
Crenshaw,  38,  struggled  in  the  water  with  a  man  who  had  pulled  her  from  the  sinking 
auto.  Hearing  the  man’s  cries  for  help,  Grover,  30,  computer  operator,  swam  20  feet  to 
them.  Though  Miss  Crenshaw  climbed  onto  his  back  and  submerged  him,  Grover  was 
able  to  move  her  toward  the  bank  with  the  help  of  the  other  man.  Grover  lost 
consciousness  just  before  he  reached  the  bank,  but  he  revived  after  the  other  man  took 
him  from  the  water.  All  recovered  from  exposure.  6627 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Mark  Vincent  Hannan,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Samuel 
Greenberg  from  burning,  Hicksville,  New  York,  May  21,  1981.  Greenberg,  54,  was  in 
the  cab  of  a  truck  that  crashed  into  a  utility  pole.  The  collision  caused  fire  to  break  out  in 
the  truck’s  engine  compartment,  and  it  also  dislodged  a  7,620-volt  power  line,  which  fell 
onto  the  truck  and  charged  it.  Hannan,  24,  tool  designer,  ran  to  the  passenger  side  of  the 
truck  for  Greenberg,  touched  the  truck,  and  was  electrocuted.  Greenberg  was  later 
removed  and  hospitalized.  6591 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  Andrew  Heulitt,  who  helped  to  rescue  Iris  M.  and 
Maria  L.  Morales  from  burning,  Matawan,  New  Jersey,  October  25,  1981.  Following  an 
accident,  Mrs.  Morales,  34,  was  pinned  in  the  back-seat  area  of  a  burning  automobile,  in 
which  her  daughter,  Maria,  17,  was  unconscious  in  the  passenger  seat.  Despite  flames  10 
feet  high  covering  the  front  portion  of  the  auto,  Heulitt,  18,  college  student,  and  a 
companion  ran  to  the  driver’s  side,  where  two  men  were  attempting  to  remove  Mrs. 
Morales.  Heulitt  seized  Mrs.  Morales,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  three  others,  pulled 
her  from  the  auto  and  carried  her  away.  Despite  increasing  flames  in  the  interior  of  the 
auto,  Heulitt  ran  to  the  passenger  side,  and  with  two  of  the  others,  removed  Maria,  who 
was  aflame.  Mrs.  Morales  recovered  from  her  burns;  Maria  died  a  week  after  the 
accident.  6661 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Steven  Hicks,  who  helped  to  save  Annie  P .  Crenshaw  from 
drowning,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  October  11,  1980.  After  her  automobile  had  been  run 
off  a  highway  and  into  the  middle  of  a  deep  pond.  Miss  Crenshaw,  38,  was  trapped  in  the 
front  seat  as  the  auto  began  to  sink.  Hicks,  29,  computer  programmer,  entered  the  pond, 
swam  75  feet  to  the  auto,  and  pulled  Miss  Crenshaw  through  the  open  passenger  window. 
A  struggle  ensued.  Another  man  swam  out  and  gave  assistance  as  all  three  moved  safely  to 
the  bank.  All  recovered  from  exposure.  6626 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Larry  A.  Holder,  who  died  in  an  attempt  to  save  a  man  from 
drowning,  Algonquin,  Illinois,  July  22,  1982.  Holder,  33,  police  officer,  was  directing 
traffic  near  Crystal  Creek,  which  was  swollen  from  recent  heavy  rains.  On  receiving  a 
report  that  a  man  had  entered  the  creek  upstream.  Holder  waded  through  a  flooded 
parking  lot  adjacent  the  creek  to  position  himself  for  effecting  the  man’s  rescue. 
Unbeknownst  to  Holder,  the  creek’s  raging  current  had  washed  away  a  portion  of  its 
bank,  and  Holder  stepped  into  the  deep,  fast-flowing  water.  He  was  carried  downstream, 
where  he  submerged  and  drowned.  6658 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  William  Howell,  who  helped  attempt  to  save  Scott 
W.  Handschin  from  an  impending  explosion,  South  Farmingdale,  New  York,  July  22, 

1980.  Handschin,  25,  was  pinned  in  his  subcompact  automobile  after  it  had  flipped  onto 

its  driver’s  side  in  an  accident.  Gasoline  flowed  from  the  auto’s  fuel  tank.  Howell,  19, 
stock  clerk,  joined  three  other  men  in  pushing  the  auto  upright  after  efforts  to  reach 
Handschin  through  the  passenger  door  failed.  An  explosion  engulfed  the  auto  in  flames 
and  knocked  all  four  men  away.  Handschin  was  blown  onto  the  pavement  by  the  blast. 
He  required  hospitalization  for  extensive  and  severe  burns;  Howell  was  treated  for  lesser 
burns  and  recovered.  6648 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Charles  T.  Hudlow,  who  saved  Anna  M.  Shipley  and  Brian 
D.  Clagett  and  helped  to  save  Cynthia  L.  Bandy  and  Mark  N.  Manning  from  burning, 
Olney,  Maryland,  September  25,  1981.  Shipley,  18;  Clagett,  19;  Bandy,  18;  and 
Manning,  19;  were  all  severely  injured  in  an  automobile  after  it  crashed  and  caught  fire. 
Hudlow,  51,  marketing  merchandiser,  arrived  and  removed  Shipley,  then  Clagett, 
through  a  window.  As  flames  and  smoke  intensified,  another  man  assisted  Hudlow  in 
removing  Bandy  through  the  passenger  door.  Both  men  returned  to  the  door  and  entered 
the  automobile  to  dislodge  and  remove  Manning  just  before  the  auto’s  interior  was 
engulfed  in  flames.  All  four  victims  were  hospitalized.  Hudlow  was  treated  for  burns  and 
smoke  inhalation.  6575 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Dennis  C.  Johnson,  who  attempted  to  rescue  Robert  L. 
Owen  and  saved  Edward  W.  Couch  from  burning,  Columbia  City,  Indiana,  June  18, 

1981.  After  his  tractor-trailer  rig  struck  another  truck  in  a  highway  accident,  Owen,  30, 

was  trapped  inside  the  burning  cab.  Johnson,  39,  truck  driver,  climbed  onto  the  cab's  side 
and  tried  to  free  Owen  from  the  wreckage.  Couch,  16,  stood  on  a  fuel  tank  on  the  driver’s 
side  of  the  cab  and  also  tried  to  free  Owen.  After  slipping  and  falling  to  the  ground, 
Johnson  reached  up  and  pulled  Couch  away  from  the  cab  moments  before  the  fuel  tank 
exploded.  Johnson  and  Couch  were  treated  for  minor  injuries.  Owen  died.  6622 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Gerald  F.  Kelty,  Jr.,  who  helped  to  rescue  Luiz  Rodriguez 
and  Iris  M.  Morales  from  burning,  Matawan,  New  Jersey,  October  25,  1981.  Following 
an  accident,  Rodriguez,  22,  was  semi-conscious  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  his  burning  auto¬ 
mobile,  and  Mrs.  Morales,  34,  lay  pinned  in  the  back-seat  area.  Despite  flames  10  feet 
high  covering  the  front  portion  of  the  auto,  Kelty,  27,  carpenter,  and  his  brother  opened 
the  driver's  door  and  pulled  Rodriguez  from  the  auto.  They  then  returned  to  it  for  Mrs. 
Morales.  After  some  difficulty  in  freeing  her,  the  men  pulled  Mrs.  Morales  from  the  auto, 
receiving  assistance  from  two  teen-agers  who  had  arrived,  and  carried  her  away.  Mrs. 
Morales  and  Rodriguez  recovered  from  their  burns.  6660 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Timothy  Kelty,  who  helped  rescue  Luiz  Rodriguez  and  Iris 
M.  and  Maria  L.  Morales  from  burning,  Matawan,  New  Jersey,  October  25,  1981. 
Rodriguez,  22,  was  semi-conscious  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  his  burning  automobile 
following  an  accident.  In  the  passenger  seat  was  Maria,  17;  her  mother,  Mrs.  Morales, 
34,  was  in  the  back  seat.  Despite  flames  10  feet  high  covering  the  front  portion  of  the 
auto,  Kelty,  23,  maintenance  man,  and  his  brother  opened  the  driver’s  door  and  pulled 
Rodriguez  from  the  auto.  They  then  returned  to  it  for  Mrs.  Morales,  who  was  pinned. 
After  some  difficulty  in  freeing  her,  during  which  Kelty  entered  the  auto  to  move  a  seat, 
the  men  pulled  Mrs.  Morales  from  the  auto,  receiving  assistance  from  two  teen-agers  who 
had  arrived.  Kelty  then  ran  to  the  passenger  door  of  the  auto,  opened  it  after  difficulty, 
and,  despite  increasing  flames  in  the  interior  of  the  auto,  reached  inside  for  Maria,  who 
was  aflame.  Kelty  removed  Maria  from  the  auto  and  carried  her  away  with  the  assistance 
of  the  teen-agers.  Rodriguez  and  Mrs.  Morales  recovered  from  their  burns;  Maria,  badly 
burned,  died  a  week  after  the  accident.  6659 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Norman  Paul  Kevan,  who  attempted  to  save  Leroy  Blake 
from  drowning,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  April  17,  1982.  Blake,  21,  struggled  to  stay 
afloat  in  the  Monongahela  River  as  current  carried  him  downstream.  Kevan,  37,  hospital 
porter,  stripped  to  his  undershorts  and  jumped  65  feet  from  the  Birmingham  Bridge  into 
the  river,  then  swam  200  feet  to  Blake.  A  struggle  ensued,  and  twice  Kevan  attempted  to 
get  a  life-saving  hold  on  Blake,  who  then  submerged.  Keven,  suffering  from  a  broken  leg 
and  hypothermia,  was  pulled  from  the  river  by  a  police  rescue  boat  and  hospitalized.  He 
recovered;  Blake  drowned.  6638 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Steven  E.  Kimball,  who  helped  to  save  Cynthia  L.  Bandy 
and  Mark  N.  Manning  from  burning,  Olney,  Maryland,  September  25,  1981.  Bandy,  18, 
and  Manning,  19,  were  critically  injured  in  a  crashed  and  burning  automobile.  As  flames 
and  smoke  intensified,  Kimball,  29,  sales  manager,  arrived  and  assisted  another  man  in 
removing  Bandy  out  the  passenger  door.  Both  men  returned  to  the  door  and  entered  the 
automobile  to  dislodge  and  remove  Manning  just  before  the  auto’s  interior  was  engulfed 
in  flames.  Bandy  and  Manning  were  hospitalized.  6576 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Mark  S.  Koreywo,  who  helped  to  rescue  Wesley  E. 
Schroeder  from  burning,  Portland,  Oregon,  May  17,  1980.  Schroeder,  29,  was  asleep 
when  fire  spread  through  his  house.  Koreywo,  27,  musician,  was  passing  by  and  saw 
smoke  and  flames  in  the  house.  He  entered  the  house  through  a  back  room  that  was  filling 
with  smoke.  After  he  opened  an  inner  door,  Koreywo  breathed  smoke  and  had  to  leave. 
He  returned  and  found  Schroeder  lying  unconscious  under  debris.  Unable  to  free 
Schroeder,  Koreywo  alerted  another  man,  and  the  two  men  pulled  Schroeder  from  the 
house  despite  increasing  flames  and  smoke.  Schroeder  was  hospitalized  with  extensive 
burns.  6577 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  David  Lee  Lancaster,  who  saved  an  indeterminate  number 
of  people  from  possibly  being  shot,  Duncan,  Oklahoma,  June  3,  1980.  When  an  armed 
man  entered  a  restaurant  and  threatened  the  lives  of  everyone  there,  Lancaster,  19, 
machinist,  charged  the  gunman  from  behind,  grasping  his  arms  and  pulling  back 
sharply.  The  gunman  fired,  the  bullet  striking  Lancaster  in  the  right  foot.  In  an  ensuing 
struggle,  Lancaster  wrenched  the  handgun  from  the  gunman's  hand.  The  police  arrived 
and  arrested  the  gunman.  Lancaster  recovered  from  his  wound.  6663 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  William  C.  Litton,  who  helped  to  rescue  Lee  de  Mets  from 
burning,  Doylestown,  Pennsylvania,  September  29,  1981.  De  Mets,  40,  was  the  pilot  of 
an  airplane  that  crashed  after  failing  to  take  off.  Flames  erupted  from  a  severed  fuel  tank 
and  quickly  spread  to  the  fuselage,  in  which  de  Mets  was  pinned.  Litton,  37,  auto  body 
shop  manager,  ran  to  the  plane,  and  despite  flames  that  increased  to  15  feet  in  height, 
assisted  two  co-workers  in  pulling  de  Mets  from  the  cockpit  and  carrying  him  to  safety'. 
De  Mets  recovered  from  burns  and  two  broken  ankles.  6643. 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Barthelemv  W.  Louis,  who  rescued  Mary  F.  Shaffer  from 
assault,  Miami,  Florida,  January  14,  1981.  Mrs.  Shaffer,  71,  was  attacked  in  an 
apartment  building  hallway  and  knocked  to  the  floor  by  a  convicted  felon.  Louis,  24, 
maintenance  man,  alerted  by  her  calls,  ran  to  her  aid  and  was  struck  by  the  assailant. 
Louis  managed  to  remove  the  assailant  from  Mrs.  Shaffer,  and  with  the  aid  of  others, 
restrained  him  until  police  arrived.  Mrs.  Shaffer  and  Louis  recovered  from  their  injuries. 

6579 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Douglas  Stewart  Lowe,  who  helped  to  save  Robert  D. 
Dunmall  from  burning,  Pocahontas,  Alberta,  May  23,  1981.  Following  an  accident, 
Dunmall,  28,  was  unconscious  and  pinned  in  the  front-seat  area  of  his  automobile,  which 
was  aflame.  Lowe,  33,  helicopter  pilot,  opened  the  driver’s  door  and  leaned  inside  the 
auto.  With  the  help  of  another  man,  he  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  free  Dunmall. 
Despite  heat,  smoke,  and  increasing  flames  under  the  hood  of  the  auto,  Lowe  completely 
entered  the  rear-seat  area  to  lift  Dunmall  as  the  other  man  pulled  him.  Forced  out  by 
heat  and  smoke,  Lowe  and  the  other  man  again  pulled  Dunmall;  they  freed  him  shortly 
before  the  auto  was  engulfed  in  flames.  Dunmall  recovered  from  his  injuries.  6664 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Bobby  A.  Marlowe,  Jr.,  who  rescued  James  E.  Lindsey  and 
Harley  D.  Harris  from  burning,  Skyland,  North  Carolina,  March  3,  1982.  Harris,  30,  lay 
unconscious  in  the  back-seat  area  of  his  burning  automobile  after  a  collision  with  a  truck 
driven  by  Lindsey,  30,  who  lay  unconscious  between  the  vehicles  and  partially  under  the 
auto.  Marlowe,  22,  printer,  ran  to  the  wreckage  and,  despite  flames  surrounding  the 
front  portion  of  the  auto,  dragged  Lindsey  away.  He  then  returned  for  Harris,  partially 
entered  the  auto,  the  front-seat  area  of  which  was  then  burning  and  pulled  him  out.  All 
recovered  from  minor  burns.  6628 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Brenda  S.  Maw,  who  saved  Edward  Brooks  from  possibly 
being  shot,  Denver,  Colorado,  January  12,  1982.  Brooks,  38,  police  officer,  arrived  at  the 
scene  of  a  bank  hold-up  and  was  confronted  by  an  armed  robber,  who  was  holding  Mrs. 
Maw,  30,  bank  department  manager,  hostage.  Brooks  ordered  the  robber  to  drop  his 
gun;  instead,  the  robber  aimed  it  at  Brooks.  Mrs.  Maw  seized  the  barrel  of  the  gun  with 
both  hands  and  pushed  it  away,  allowing  Brooks  time  to  seek  cover.  She  was  abducted 
and  threatened  by  the  robber  and  his  two  armed  accomplices,  but  managed  to  escape  to 
safety  during  a  shoot-out,  after  which  the  robbers  were  apprehended.  6639 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Patrick  John  Miller,  who  helped  to  save  Todd  W.  and 
Terrance  M.  Mason  from  drowning,  Waldport,  Oregon,  June  8,  1981.  Todd,  31,  and 
Terrance,  35,  were  trapped  in  the  engine  room  of  a  capsized  fishing  vessel  in  turbulent 
waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  At  night,  after  the  Masons  were  heard  knocking  on  the  hull 
of  the  vessel.  Miller,  29,  construction  worker  and  part-time  diver,  and  another  man 
donned  scuba  gear  and  were  taken  to  the  scene  by  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard.  They 
submerged  and  entered  the  vessel  to  clear  it  of  debris  and  search  for  the  Masons.  As  the 
other  man  continued  the  search,  Miller  surfaced  to  serve  as  a  back-up  on  the  exposed 
portion  of  the  vessel,  which  was  rolling  in  the  extremely  rough  seas.  After  leaving  it  for 
additional  equipment  and  to  establish  the  Masons’  location,  Miller  and  the  other  diver 
returned.  Again  Miller  stayed  on  the  surface  of  the  rolling  vessel,  often  submerging,  but 
this  time  with  no  air  supply,  he  having  given  his  air  tank  to  the  other  diver  for  use  with 
the  Masons.  The  other  diver  aided  the  Masons,  one  at  a  time,  from  the  engine  room  to  the 
surface,  where  Miller  aided  each  to  the  safety  of  a  nearby  boat.  Miller  cracked  four  ribs 
during  the  three-hour  rescue,  but  recovered.  6602 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Nicolas  G.  Nevarez,  who  died  after  saving  Carlitos  Delgado 
from  drowning,  Sunland  Park,  New  Mexico,  June  7,  1981.  After  stepping  into  deep  water 
in  the  Rio  Grande  River,  Carlitos,  10,  struggled  with  another  boy  who  called  for  help. 
Nevarez,  44,  carpenter,  swam  to  Carlitos,  from  whom  the  other  boy  escaped  to  safety.  A 
struggle  ensued.  After  being  submerged,  Nevarez  was  able  to  push  Carlitos  to  the  other 
boy  on  the  bank.  Nevarez  did  not  surface  and  his  body  was  later  recovered.  6580 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  David  Moore  Niskanen,  who  helped  to  rescue  Lee  de  Mets 
from  burning,  Doylestown,  Pennsylvania,  September  29,  1981.  De  Mets,  40,  was  the 
pilot  of  an  airplane  that  crashed  after  failing  to  take  off.  Flames  erupted  from  a  severed 
fuel  tank  and  quickly  spread  to  the  fuselage,  in  which  de  Mets  was  pinned.  Niskanen,  38, 
auto  body  repairman,  ran  to  the  plane,  and  despite  flames  that  increased  to  15  feet  in 
height,  assisted  a  co-worker  in  freeing  de  Mets.  They  were  joined  by  a  third  co-worker 
who  helped  them  pull  de  Mets  from  the  plane  and  carry  him  to  safety.  De  Mets  recovered 
from  burns  and  two  broken  ankles.  6642 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Carlton  D.  O’Mara,  Jr.,  who  died  attempting  to  rescue 
Edward  A.  Emmel  from  electric  shock,  Lyons,  New  York,  September  14,  1981.  On  a 
farm,  Emmel,  26,  was  raising  the  dump  bin  of  a  tractor-trailer,  when  the  bin  came  into 
contact  with  a  7,200-volt  power  line  overhead,  charging  him.  O’Mara,  22,  dairy  farmer, 
ran  200  feet  to  Emmel,  and  on  coming  into  contact  with  him,  also  received  a  fatal  charge 
of  electricity.  6610 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Roger  W.  Olian,  who  attempted  to  rescue  Kelly  L.  Duncan 
and  others  from  exposure,  Washington,  D.C.,  January  13,  1982.  Miss  Duncan,  22,  was  a 
stewardess  on  a  jetliner  that  struck  a  bridge  shortly  after  take  off  and  crashed  into  the 
Potomac  River  during  a  severe  winter  storm.  As  she  and  five  passengers  clung  to  floating 
wreckage  of  the  plane  250  feet  from  the  Virginia  bank  of  the  river,  Olian,  34,  sheet 
metalworker,  tied  a  makeshift  line  around  his  waist  and  entered  the  ice-clogged  water. 
With  great  difficulty,  he  worked  his  way  toward  the  survivors,  remaining  in  the  water 
until  a  police  helicopter  arrived.  Bystanders  then  pulled  him  back  to  the  bank.  Miss 
Duncan  and  four  of  the  passengers  were  rescued  by  the  helicopter.  6581 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Allen  James  Olin,  who  saved  Virgen  M.  Lebron  from  being 
struck  by  a  train,  Tacoma,  Washington,  November  28,  1979.  Miss  Lebron,  42,  stepped  in 
front  of  a  train  as  it  was  departing  from  Union  Station.  Olin,  41,  railroad  ticket  agent, 
ran  ahead  of  the  train  and  saw  Miss  Lebron  lying  across  the  track.  As  the  train 
approached,  Olin  stepped  onto  the  track,  grabbed  Miss  Lebron's  coat,  and  then  rolled 
with  her  off  the  track  just  before  the  train  passed  them.  6599 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Fernand  Ouellet,  who  saved  Nicole  St.  Pierre  from 
drowning,  Trois  Rivieres,  Quebec,  March  14,  1980.  During  a  snowstorm,  Ouellet,  30, 
paper  maker,  saw  Miss  St.  Pierre,  34,  clinging  to  the  edge  of  ice  630  feet  from  the  bank  of 
the  fast-flowing  St.  Morice  River.  Using  a  tree  limb  as  a  probing  aid,  he  walked,  then 
crawled,  on  ice  partially  covering  the  30-foot-deep  river  and,  nearly  sliding  in,  pulled 
Miss  St.  Pierre  from  the  open  water.  With  the  ice  cracking  under  their  weight,  Ouellet 
retraced  his  course  to  the  bank,  taking  Miss  St.  Pierre  to  safety.  6629 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Steven  J.  Panteluk,  who  saved  Shirley  Hein  from  burning, 
Selkirk,  Manitoba,  March  31,  1981.  Following  a  highway  accident,  Mrs.  Hein,  30,  was 
pinned,  semi-conscious,  in  the  front-seat  area  of  a  burning  automobile.  Panteluk,  29, 
truck  driver,  ran  to  the  auto  and,  despite  intense  heat  and  flames  which  engulfed  the 
rear-seat  area,  opened  the  passenger  door  and  entered  the  auto.  Kneeling  on  the  seat,  he 
seized  Mrs.  Hein  and  pulled,  freeing  her.  He  backed  with  her  from  the  auto,  then  carried 
her  to  safety  shortly  before  the  entire  auto  was  engulfed  in  flames.  Mrs.  Hein  recovered 
from  her  injuries.  6666 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Harold  Leland  Peace,  who  rescued  Wayne  W.  Wofford,  Jr., 
from  a  runaway  automobile.  North  Apollo,  Pennsylvania,  August  10,  1981.  Wayne,  4, 
was  unattended  in  the  front  seat  of  an  automobile  that  began  to  roll  backward  down 
Center  Avenue.  Peace,  34,  a  truck  driver  who  was  partially  disabled,  ran  to  the  automo¬ 
bile  and  pulled  Wayne  through  its  driver’s  window,  which  was  open.  Peace  was  struck 
and  knocked  down  by  the  automobile,  which  continued  downhill  and  was  stopped  when 
it  hit  and  demolished  a  parked  vehicle.  Peace  was  treated  for  brush  burns  and  Wayne 
received  minor  injuries;  both  recovered.  6611 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Juan  Jose  Perez,  who  attempted  to  save  Ruben  Morin  from 
drowning,  Laredo,  Texas,  July  12,  1980.  Ruben,  9,  fell  from  a  raft  in  Lake  Casa  Blanca 
and  floundered.  Perez,  41,  detention  center  director,  swam  to  Ruben,  who  struggled 
with  him.  After  being  submerged  several  times,  Perez  swam  60  feet  with  Ruben,  but  was 
too  tired  to  swim  to  the  bank.  Perez’s  son  swam  to  them  and  took  Ruben  to  the  bank;  he 
then  returned  for  Perez.  Perez  collapsed  on  the  bank  and  was  taken  to  the  hospital.  He 
fully  recovered.  6612 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  A.  Daniel  Phillips,  who  rescued  Linda  L.  Hurley  from 
exposure,  Idanha,  Oregon,  February  19,  1981.  Mrs.  Hurley,  33,  was  stranded  with  her 
two  small  children  atop  an  automobile  partially  submerged  in  the  cold,  fast-flowing 
North  Santiam  River.  Two  other  men  took  the  children  to  the  bank.  One  of  the  men 
returned  for  Mrs.  Hurley,  but  was  unable  to  assist  her  due  to  the  effects  of  the  cold, 
rushing  water.  Phillips,  22,  truck  driver,  waded  to  the  automobile  using  a  garden  hose 
that  had  been  tied  to  it  and  the  bank.  At  the  automobile,  Phillips  lifted  Mrs.  Hurley,  then 
took  her  to  the  bank.  6605 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Toney  Glen  Pinson,  who  died  after  saving  Robert  L. 
Wofford  from  drowning,  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  May  27,  1982.  Robert,  13,  fell  from  a  pier 
into  turbulent  water  of  the  Rock  River  at  the  base  of  a  power  plant  dam.  Toney,  14, 
schoolboy,  lay  on  the  pier  and  seized  Robert,  but  he  was  pulled  into  the  rough  water.  The 
boys  submerged  briefly,  then  were  moved  downstream,  from  where  Robert  was  able  to 
swim  to  the  bank.  Toney  submerged  and  did  not  reappear.  He  drowned.  6667 

1  Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  James  Walter  Polowy,  who  saved  Griciela  T.  Rodriquez 
from  drowning,  Hialeah,  Florida,  February  14,  1980.  The  automobile  of  Mrs. 
Rodriquez,  49,  submerged  in  the  Miami  Canal.  Polowy,  32,  graphic  designer,  swam  to 
where  he  felt  it  was  located,  dived,  was  unable  to  locate  the  vehicle,  and  surfaced.  Diving 
a  second  time,  he  located  the  automobile,  but  was  forced  to  return  to  the  surface.  After 
swimming  to  the  bank  where  he  asked  for  help,  put  on  goggles,  and  then  returned,  he 
dived  again  and  partially  opened  a  door  of  the  automobile.  Surfacing  for  air,  he  dived 
again,  entered  the  automobile,  took  the  unconscious  Mrs.  Rodriquez  to  the  surface,  and 
towed  her  to  the  bank.  She  was  revived  and  recovered.  6585 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Nathaniel  Raines,  who  rescued  Angelina  B.  Bice  from 
burning,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  December  15,  1981.  Angelina,  4,  lay  semi-conscious  on 
the  floor  of  a  smoke-filled  bedroom  in  her  family’s  bungalow,  which  was  burning.  After 
twice  entering  a  bedroom  window  and  searching  for  Angelina  without  success,  Raines, 
30,  air  conditioning  mechanic,  entered  again  by  another  window  and,  despite  blistering 
heat  and  dense  smoke,  located  Angelina.  Taking  her  into  his  arms,  he  made  his  way  back 
to  the  window,  from  which  both  fell  to  the  ground.  Angelina  was  hospitalized  for  severe 
burns  for  nearly  a  month  before  recovering.  Raines  recovered  from  lesser  burns  and 
smoke  inhalation.  6630 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  David  William  Ransom,  who  saved  Debra  R.  Hutchison 
from  suffocation,  Follansbee,  West  Virginia,  December  20,  1980.  Debra,  13,  lay  in  a 
smoke-filled,  second-floor  bedroom  of  her  burning  house.  After  two  men  tried  unsuccess¬ 
fully  to  remove  her,  Ransom,  33,  telephone  company  maintenance  supervisor,  scaled  a 
ladder  to  a  window  of  the  bedroom.  Despite  dense  smoke,  which  prohibited  visibility, 
Ransom  entered  the  room,  and  after  several  attempts,  located  Debra  and  dragged  her 
back  to  the  window.  She  was  taken  down  the  ladder  to  safety  and  treated  for  smoke 
inhalation,  as  was  Ransom.  Both  recovered.  6613 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Erik  W.  Raymond,  who  saved  Donna  Sue  Altiere  from  being 
struck  by  a  flying  race-car  wheel,  Pinellas  Park,  Florida,  November  8,  1980.  Following  a 
collision  at  an  automobile  race  track,  a  wheel  flew  off  an  axle,  bounced  over  a  barrier, 
and  was  about  to  strike  Mrs.  Altiere,  32.  As  spectators  scattered,  Raymond,  18,  cook, 
seated  next  to  her,  covered  her  body  with  his.  The  wheel  struck  Raymond,  rendering  him 
unconscious.  Mrs.  Altiere  was  not  injured.  Raymond  recovered  following  hospitalization. 

6586 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  James  Robbins  III,  who  saved  Nettie  Simpson  from  burning, 
Tucson,  Arizona,  April  21,  1981.  Mrs.  Simpson,  67  and  partially  paralyzed,  was  in  her 
mobile  home  when  fire  broke  out  in  a  bedroom  there.  On  hearing  her  screams,  Robbins, 
50,  disabled  mechanic,  entered  the  mobile  home  through  a  smoke-filled  hallway.  Flames 
from  the  bedroom  were  three  feet  from  him  and  visibility  was  poor  as  he  found  Mrs. 
Simpson  in  the  trailer’s  bathroom.  Despite  his  physical  limitations  and  her  failure  to 
cooperate,  Robbins  picked  Mrs.  Simpson  up  and  carried  her  outside.  Both  were  given 
oxygen  for  smoke  inhalation.  Mrs.  Simpson  required  hospitalization  for  burns  she  had 
received.  6600 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  William  Robinson,  who  saved  Samuel  L.  Hinkle  from 
drowning,  Bloomington,  Illinois,  August  8,  1980.  Hinkle,  32,  slipped  into  the  deep  end  of 
a  motel  swimming  pool  and  sank  to  the  bottom,  where  he  lay  unconscious.  Despite  being 
a  poor  swimmer,  Robinson,  31,  waiter,  jumped  into  the  pool  and  secured  a  hold  on 
Hinkle,  who  outweighed  him  by  55  pounds.  By  pushing  off  the  bottom  and  surfacing 
repeatedly,  Robinson  moved  Hinkle  to  the  side  of  the  pool  where  they  were  removed. 
Both  were  hospitalized  and  recovered  fully.  6640 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Richard  A.  Russo,  who  helped  attempt  to  save  Scott  W. 
Handschin  from  an  impending  explosion,  South  Farmingdale,  New  York,  July  22,  1980. 
Handschin,  25,  was  pinned  in  his  sub-compact  automobile  after  it  had  flipped  onto  its 
driver’s  side  in  an  accident.  Gasoline  flowed  from  the  auto’s  fuel  tank.  Russo,  46,  factory 
foreman,  joined  three  other  men  in  pushing  the  auto  upright  after  efforts  to  reach 
Handschin  through  the  passenger  door  failed.  An  explosion  engulfed  the  auto  in  flames 
and  knocked  all  four  men  away.  Handschin  was  blown  onto  the  pavement  by  the  blast. 
He  required  hospitalization  for  extensive  and  severe  burns;  Russo  was  treated  for  lesser 
burns  and  recovered.  6647 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Joseph  W.  Shires,  who  helped  to  save  Todd  W.  and  Terrance 
M.  Mason  from  drowning,  Waldport,  Oregon,  June  8,  1981.  Todd,  31,  and  Terrance, 
35,  were  trapped  in  the  engine  room  of  a  capsized  fishing  vessel  in  turbulent  waters  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  At  night,  after  the  Masons  were  heard  knocking  on  the  hull  of  the  vessel. 
Shires,  36,  truant  officer  and  part-time  diver,  and  another  man,  donned  scuba  gear  and 
were  taken  to  the  scene  by  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard.  They  submerged  and  entered  the  vessel, 
clearing  it  of  debris,  to  search  for  the  Masons.  With  the  other  man  as  a  back-up  on  the 
exposed  portion  of  the  vessel,  which  was  rolling  in  the  extremely  rough  seas,  Shires 
entered  the  vessel’s  living  quarters  but  could  not  locate  the  Masons.  After  surfacing  for 
additional  equipment  and  to  determine  the  men's  location.  Shires  reentered  the  vessel, 
and  with  great  difficulty  made  his  way  to  the  engine  room,  where  he  found  the  Masons  in 
an  air  pocket.  Before  he  could  guide  them  from  the  room.  Shires  discovered  his  air  tank 
was  empty;  he  left  the  vessel  for  another.  Returning  again  to  the  engine  room,  he  guided 
Todd  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  where  the  other  diver  assisted  him  to  safety.  Once  more 
Shires  returned  to  the  engine  room,  where  he  assisted  Terrance  to  the  surface.  6601 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  M.L.  Skutnik  III,  who  helped  to  rescue  Priscilla  K.  Tirado 
from  exposure,  Washington,  D.C.,  January  13,  1982.  Mrs.  Tirado,  22,  housewife,  was  a 
passenger  on  a  jetliner  that  struck  a  bridge  shortly  after  takeoff  and  crashed  into  the 
Potomac  River  during  a  severe  winter  storm.  She  and  others  clung  to  floating  wreckage  of 
the  plane  before  being  taken  to  the  Virginia  bank  of  the  river  by  means  of  a  life  ring  and 
ropes  dropped  from  a  rescue  helicopter.  Twenty  feet  from  shore,  Mrs.  Tirado  lost  her 
hold  of  the  ring  and  submerged.  Skutnik,  28,  office  services  assistant,  entered  the  water 
and  swam  to  her.  He  took  her  toward  the  bank,  where  others  assisted  in  getting  her  to 
shore.  6584 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  George  Roy  Smith,  who  rescued  Ronald  B.  Grieve  from 
burning,  Selkirk,  Manitoba,  May  15,  1980.  Following  an  accident,  Grieve,  22,  was 
unconscious  in  his  automobile  amidst  flames.  Despite  being  involved  in  the  same 
accident,  Smith,  50,  carpet  cleaner,  ran  to  the  auto,  reached  through  the  flames  at  the 
driver’s  door,  and  partially  removed  Grieve.  After  reaching  in  a  second  time  to  free 
Grieve’s  foot,  which  was  caught,  Smith  removed  Grieve,  who  was  aflame,  and  carried 
him  away  from  the  auto  shortly  before  its  fuel  tank  exploded.  Smith  extinguished  flames 
on  Grieve  and  himself.  Grieve  was  hospitalized  for  extensive  burns;  Smith  sustained 
minor  burns.  Both  men  recovered.  6668 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Roy  R.  Smith,  who  rescued  Judith  K.  Carlson  from  burning, 
Springfield,  Missouri,  September  23,  1981.  Miss  Carlson,  34,  was  overcome  by  smoke 
and  lay  semi-conscious  in  the  hall  of  her  burning  apartment.  Smith,  37,  contractor, 
kicked  in  a  locked  door  to  the  hall,  and  despite  heavy  smoke,  overhead  flames,  and 
intense  heat,  crawled  to  Miss  Carlson.  He  took  her  back  to  the  door,  where  he  was  aided 
in  carrying  her  away  from  the  building.  Miss  Carlson  was  hospitalized  for  severe  burns 
and  smoke  inhalation  and  recovered  after  three  months.  6614 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Paul  Martin  Spezia,  who  helped  to  rescue  Daniel  J.  Kaenter 
and  Robert  G.  Schulte  from  burning,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  September  13,  1981.  After 
their  automobile  crashed,  Kaenter,  34,  and  Schulte,  36,  lay  unconscious  inside  while 
flames  engulfed  the  front  of  the  automobile.  Spezia,  21,  college  student,  pulled  Schulte 
from  the  automobile  with  the  help  of  another  man,  and  dragged  him  away.  Spezia 
returned  to  the  burning  automobile,  entered  it  through  the  passenger  door,  and  freed 
Kaenter  from  the  wreckage  before  dragging  him  away  with  the  other  man’s  help. 
Moments  later,  the  automobile’s  engine  exploded,  filling  the  interior  with  flames. 
Kaenter  and  Schulte,  treated  at  a  hospital  for  injuries  and  burns,  recovered.  6616 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Mark  Evans  Stephenson,  who  helped  to  rescue  Jacob  R. 
Hurley  from  exposure,  Idanha,  Oregon,  February  19,  1981.  Jacob,  3,  was  stranded  atop 
an  automobile  partially  submerged  in  the  cold,  fast-flowing  North  Santiam  River. 
Stephenson,  29,  bus  driver,  waded  to  the  automobile  with  one  end  of  a  garden  hose, 
which  he  tied  to  the  automobile.  He  then  took  Jacob  to  the  opposite  bank,  which  was 
nearer,  falling  and  submerging  enroute.  Realizing  he  had  to  cross  the  river  again  to  get  to 
safety,  he  waded  with  great  difficulty,  carrying  Jacob.  Fifteen  feet  from  his  destination, 
Stephenson  was  no  longer  able  to  move  because  of  the  effects  of  the  cold  water.  Another 
man  entered  the  water,  took  J acob,  and  assisted  Stephenson  to  the  bank.  6603 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Kenneth  W.  Stevens,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Shawn  D. 
Smith  from  drowning,  Sparks,  Nevada,  June  7,  1981.  Shawn,  9,  fell  into  Paradise  Park 
Pond  and  began  floundering  after  a  raft  he  was  on  capsized.  Stevens,  33,  television 
production  manager,  was  sitting  on  shore,  and  after  removing  his  shoes,  he  entered  the 
water  and  swam  65  feet  to  Shawn.  When  he  approached,  Shawn  grabbed  Stevens  and 
struggled.  Both  were  submerged  and  neither  returned  to  the  surface.  Shawn  was  rescued 
by  others  but  remained  in  a  coma.  Stevens  drowned.  6587 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Ferenc  A.  Szeitl,  who  died  after  saving  Vincent  Turnbull 
and  Jerome  Callaway  from  drowning,  Derby,  Connecticut,  June  11,  1981.  Vincent,  9, 
and  Jerome,  14,  struggled  in  deep  water  of  a  backwater  lagoon  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Housatonic  and  Naugatuck  rivers.  Szeitl,  44,  municipal  employee  who  was  fishing 
nearby,  leapt  fully-clothed  into  the  lagoon  and  swam  15  feet  to  the  boys.  He  pushed 
Vincent  toward  shallow  water  at  the  opposite  bank,  then  did  the  same  for  Jerome.  Both 
boys  left  the  lagoon.  Szeitl  submerged.  His  body  was  found  45  minutes  later.  6631 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Theodore  M.  Tahan,  who  helped  to  rescue  Daniel  J.  Kaenter 
and  Robert  G.  Schulte  from  burning,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  September  13,  1981.  After 
their  automobile  crashed,  Kaenter,  34,  and  Schulte,  36,  lay  unconscious  inside  while 
flames  engulfed  the  front  of  the  automobile.  Tahan,  21,  college  student,  pulled  Schulte 
from  the  wreckage  with  the  help  of  another  man  and  dragged  him  away.  He  then 
returned  and  assisted  the  other  man  in  pulling  Kaenter  out  and  dragging  him  away. 
Moments  later,  the  automobile’s  engine  exploded,  filling  the  interior  with  flames. 
Kaenter  and  Schulte,  treated  at  a  hospital  for  injuries  and  burns,  recovered.  6615 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Thomas  James  Terry,  who  rescued  Estle  M.  Mills  from 
additional  electric  shock,  Canoga  Park,  California,  July  17,  1979.  Mills,  62,  received 
severe  burns  and  was  rendered  semi-conscious  as  the  result  of  an  explosion  in  a  high- 
voltage  electrical  room.  Despite  the  continued  presence  of  high  voltage,  an  operating 
water-sprinkler  system,  intense  heat,  and  dense  smoke,  Terry,  44,  radiology  technologist, 
ran  into  the  room,  fell  into  the  water  on  the  floor,  crawled  to  Mills,  then  lifted  and 
departed  with  him.  Mills  later  died  of  his  burns.  6588 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  C.  Thomas,  Sr.,  who  helped  to  rescue  Lee  de  Mets 
from  burning,  Doylestown,  Pennsylvania,  September  29,  1981.  De  Mets,  40,  was  the 
pilot  of  an  airplane  that  crashed  after  failing  to  take  off.  Flames  erupted  from  a  severed 
fuel  tank  and  quickly  spread  to  the  fuselage,  in  which  de  Mets  was  pinned.  Thomas,  34, 
auto  body  repairman,  ran  to  the  plane  and  mounted  its  remaining  wing  directly  over  an 
intact  fuel  tank.  Despite  flames  that  increased  to  15  feet  in  height,  Thomas  and  a  co¬ 
worker  reached  inside  the  cockpit  and  freed  de  Mets.  They  and  another  co-worker  then 
pulled  de  Mets  from  the  plane  and  carried  him  to  safety.  De  Mets  recovered  from  burns 
and  two  broken  ankles.  6641 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Donald  W.  Usher,  who  helped  to  rescue  Kelly  L.  Duncan 
and  others  from  exposure,  Washington,  D.C.,  January  13,  1982.  Miss  Duncan,  22,  was  a 
stewardess  on  a  jetliner  that  struck  a  bridge  shortly  after  takeoff  and  crashed  into  the 
Potomac  River  during  a  severe  winter  storm.  She  and  five  passengers  clung  to  floating 
wreckage  of  the  plane  250  feet  from  the  Virginia  bank  of  the  river  as  Usher,  31,  police 
officer,  accompanied  by  another  man,  flew  a  helicopter  to  the  scene  through  adverse 
conditions.  The  men  dropped  a  rope  to  Miss  Duncan  and  lifted  her  to  the  bank;  they  then 
made  several  additional  trips  to  the  wreckage  for  the  passengers,  at  one  time  getting  so 
close  to  the  ice-clogged  river  that  the  helicopter’s  skids  went  beneath  the  surface  of  the 
water.  Four  of  the  passengers  were  rescued;  the  fifth  sank  with  the  wreckage.  6582 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  James  R.  Ussery,  Jr.,  who  helped  to  save  Michael  E.  Addler 
from  drowning,  Atlantic  Beach,  North  Carolina,  August  15,  1981.  Michael,  9,  called  for 
help  as  a  strong  undertow  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  carried  him  seaward  adjacent  a  pier, 
from  which  Ussery,  34,  carpenter,  was  fishing.  Ussery  immediately  jumped  20  feet  from 
the  pier  into  the  water,  which  was  shallow,  and  struck  bottom,  severely  injuring  his  legs. 
He  seized  Michael  and  held  on  to  one  of  the  pier’s  pilings  until  those  on  the  pier  dropped 
lines  to  them  and  towed  Michael  to  shore.  Ussery,  after  being  rescued  by  a  man  from 
shore,  was  hospitalized  for  two  months  for  treatment  of  fractures  of  his  knee  and  ankle. 
He  remains  permanently,  partially  disabled.  6669 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  Vasilieff,  who  saved  George  C.  Wagner,  Jr.  and 
Dawn  Messner  from  drowning,  Williamstown,  New  Jersey,  February  7,  1981.  Dawn,  5, 
broke  through  ice  on  Victory  Lake  and  became  trapped  under  the  ice.  Wagner,  35,  went 
to  help  her,  but  he  broke  through  the  ice  and  could  not  climb  back  out.  Vasilieff,  46, 
automobile  restorer,  was  crossing  the  ice  toward  Dawn  when  he  too  broke  through. 
Noticing  Wagner’s  struggling,  Vasilieff  broke  a  20-foot  path  through  the  ice  to  him  and 
assisted  Wagner  in  climbing  out  of  the  water.  He  then  continued  breaking  a  path  10  feet 
toward  Dawn.  Near  her,  Vasilieff  submerged  briefly  under  the  solid  ice,  seized  Dawn, 
took  her  to  the  surface  and  revived  her.  He  then  took  Dawn  back  to  the  bank.  6644 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Vincent  Joseph  Vautour,  who  saved  Freda  M.  Landry  from 
drowning,  Richibucto,  New  Brunswick,  August  11,  1980.  Miss  Landry,  39,  and  six  others 
had  been  thrown  from  a  boat  that  capsized  in  turbulent  waters  of  Blacklands  Gully  in 
Northumberland  Strait.  Vautour,  19,  fisherman,  was  on  another  boat  nearby  and  saw 
Miss  Landry  floating  unconscious  in  the  extremely  rough  water.  He  jumped  overboard 
and  swam  through  15-  to  20-foot  waves  to  Miss  Landry,  then  dived  for  her  and  took  her 
to  the  surface.  He  then  swam  150  feet  with  Miss  Landry  to  another  boat,  into  which  both 
were  pulled.  Miss  Landry  was  hospitalized,  but  she  recovered.  6617 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  William  Weston  Vroman,  who  helped  to  save  David 
Anderson  from  drowning,  Felts  Mills,  New  York,  June  25,  1980.  After  being  caught  in  an 
undercurrent  of  the  Black  River,  David,  12,  called  for  help.  William,  12,  schoolboy, 
entered  the  water  and  swam  25  feet  to  him.  A  struggle  ensued.  After  being  submerged  in 
the  deep  water,  William  restrained  and  held  David,  but  he  was  unable  to  make  progress 
toward  the  bank  with  him.  A  woman  swam  to  them  and  supported  them  until  additional 
help  arrived.  6632 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  William  E.  Weissbach,  who  helped  attempt  to  save  Scott  W. 
Handschin  from  an  impending  explosion,  South  Farmingdale,  New  York,  July  22,  1980. 
Handschin,  25,  was  pinned  in  his  sub-compact  automobile  after  it  had  flipped  onto  its 
driver’s  side  in  an  accident.  Gasoline  flowed  from  the  auto’s  fuel  tank.  Weissbach,  52, 
retired  fire  fighter,  forced  open  the  passenger  door  with  the  help  of  another  man  and 
attempted  to  reach  Handschin,  without  success.  Weissbach  and  three  other  men  then 
pushed  the  auto  upright  to  extract  Handschin  when  an  explosion  engulfed  it  in  flames  and 
knocked  all  four  men  away.  Handschin  was  blown  onto  the  pavement  by  the  blast.  He 
and  Weissbach  were  hospitalized  for  extensive  and  severe  burns.  6645 


Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Melvin  E.  Windsor,  who  helped  to  rescue  Kelly  L.  Duncan 
and  others  from  exposure,  Washington,  D.C.,  January  13,  1982.  Miss  Duncan,  22,  was  a 
stewardess  on  a  jetliner  that  struck  a  bridge  shortly  after  takeoff  and  crashed  into  the 
Potomac  River  during  a  severe  winter  storm.  She  and  five  passengers  clung  to  floating 
wreckage  of  the  plane  250  feet  from  the  Virginia  bank  of  the  river  as  Windsor,  41,  police 
officer,  accompanied  the  pilot  of  a  helicopter  to  the  scene  through  adverse  conditions. 
The  men  dropped  a  rope  to  Miss  Duncan  and  lifted  her  to  the  bank.  They  then  made 
several  additional  trips  to  the  wreckage  for  the  passengers,  at  one  time  getting  so  close  to 
the  ice-clogged  river  that  the  helicopter’s  skids  went  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Windsor  stood  on  a  skid  to  support  one  of  the  passengers  as  the  helicopter  flew  her  to 
shore.  Four  of  the  passengers  were  rescued;  the  fifth  sank  with  the  wreckage.  6583 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Billy  Gene  Wisdom,  who  died  after  attempting  to  save  Amy 
B.  Trevino  from  being  struck  by  a  moving  vehicle,  Dallas,  Texas,  September  17,  1982. 
Amy,  2,  was  riding  her  tricycle  across  Millmar  Drive  as  an  automobile  approached  at  a 
high  rate  of  speed.  Wisdom,  25,  painter,  was  standing  nearby  when  he  saw  that  Amy 
would  be  hit  by  the  auto.  He  ran  to  her  as  she  continued  across  the  street,  then  stooped 
and  picked  her  up.  The  auto  struck  both  and  sped  away.  Amy  died  of  her  injuries,  as  did 
Wisdom.  6670 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Thomas  Peter  Yuskus,  who  saved  Robert  P.  Allen,  Jr.  from 
drowning,  Glenwood,  Illinois,  June  13,  1981.  Robert,  12,  and  a  friend  were  swept  from 
their  bicycles  into  floodwaters  covering  Arquilla  Park,  which  was  inundated  by  Thorn 
Creek  after  two  days  of  heavy  rain.  Irregular  currents  moved  Robert  into  eight-foot  deep 
water,  where  he  shouted  for  help.  Yuskus,  38,  quality  control  inspector,  swam  240  feet  to 
Robert,  who  struggled  with  him  and  caused  him  to  swallow  water,  which  was 
contaminated.  Despite  the  swift  undercurrent  and  Robert’s  struggling,  Yuskus  swam  120 
feet  with  Robert  to  a  partially  submerged  tree,  where  they  rested.  A  man  with  an  inner 
tube  arrived  and  took  Robert  to  safety.  Before  leaving  the  flooded  area,  Yuskus  searched 
unsuccessfully  for  Robert’s  friend,  who  drowned.  6649 

Carnegie  Medal  awarded  to  Paul  Vito  Zimmerman,  who  helped  attempt  to  save  Scott  W. 
Handschin  from  an  impending  explosion,  South  Farmingdale,  New  York,  July  22,  1980. 
Handschin,  25,  was  pinned  in  his  sub-compact  automobile  after  it  had  flipped  onto  its 
driver’s  side  in  an  accident.  Gasoline  flowed  from  the  auto’s  fuel  tank.  Zimmerman,  44, 
electrician,  joined  another  man  in  forcing  open  the  passenger  door  and  attempting 
unsuccessfully  to  reach  Handschin.  Zimmerman  and  three  other  men  then  pushed  the 
auto  upright  to  extract  Handschin  when  an  explosion  engulfed  it  in  flames  and  knocked 
all  four  men  away.  Handschin  was  blown  onto  the  pavement  by  the  blast.  He  required 
hospitalization  for  extensive  and  severe  burns;  Zimmerman  was  treated  for  lesser  burns 
and  recovered.  6646 
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1982 

Medals  Awarded  97 


To  Date 
6,670 


To  date  the  Commission  has  considered  59,195  rescue  acts. 

Especially  do  we  honor  those  who  gave  their  lives  in  attempting  to 
save  others.  During  1982,  eleven  such  awards  were  granted, 
bringing  the  total  to  date  to  1,362. 
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